
 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Making Connections 
St. Andrew’s United Church  Phone/Fax:  250-398-6745   
1000 Huckvale Place   Office e-mail:  office.uc_wmslk@shaw.ca 
Williams Lake, BC  V2G 4L2 Website:  wlunitedchurch.ca 

An Advent Message 
from Nancy 

Let me be the first to wish you Happy New Year and welcome 
you to the Season of Advent! 
 

Advent – the four weeks prior to Christmas – is a special time in 
the Christian year.  It begins the church year.  It’s a time to get ready to 
make room in our hearts and lives and worshipping communities to 
receive the Christ-child.  Our worship space looks and feels different. 
We decorate with excitement and anticipation, we sing the beloved 
songs, and we light the candles on the Advent wreath. 
 

The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreens, is 
shaped in a circle, with no beginning or end, to signify and symbolize 
the never-ending love of God.  Each candle symbolizes a gift of our 
faith: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. The flickering light invites us to 
restore our soul so that our lives may express a deeper compassion and a 
more joy-filled awareness. 
 

May we light our Advent candles with hope and wonder.  May 
we live in peace and joy.  May our Advent journey together lead us 
home to love. 
 

Advent blessings to you and yours. Amen and amen and amen. 
 

Sun. Dec. 15 
4:00 PM 

A D V E N T  2 0 1 9  

Blue Christmas 
service.  See p. 7. 

“The Advent journey:  
Hope becomes peace. Peace becomes joy. 

 Joy becomes love.  Love becomes Christ.”  
  - Bobby Schuller 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Choir Practice  9:00 AM 

Worship  10:00 AM 

Church School 10:00 AM 

Sun. Dec. 8 
2:30 PM 

Tues. Dec. 24 
7:00 PM 

Christmas Eve 
service.  See p. 7. 

Service at W L 
Seniors Village 

Wed. Dec. 11 
7:00 PM 

Tuba John 
Concert 

Sun. Jan. 5 
after worship 

Prayer Circle 
meeting 

Wed. Jan. 15 
7:00 PM 

Travelogue 
See p. 8  

Sun. Dec. 1 
after worship 

Potluck lunch in 
Mackinnon Hall  

V O L U M E  1 0  I S S U E  1  



 

 

MAKING CONNECTIONS ADVENT 2019 

2 

The Revised Common Lectionary  
from Seasons of the Spirit Fusion CD Summer 2019 

What is a lectionary? 
A lectionary is an ordered collection of readings from scripture that are arranged to provide a constant 

theme, and ensure that the biblical story is faithfully presented.  
  

In ancient times there were fixed readings chosen for Jewish festivals and readings for ordinary Sabbaths. 
From its earliest days, the Christian church has also followed a lectionary in worship.  Churches usually arranged 
the scripture readings according to a schedule that follows the calendar of the church’s year.  
  

During Vatican II, the Roman Catholic Lectionary for Mass was revised, and this new Common Lectionary was 
embraced by many denominations and churches. The Revised Common Lectionary, developed in 1993, has found its 
way into worship books, hymnals, and church calendars throughout the English-speaking world.  

1

December 1 – Advent 1 
Isaiah 2:1–5 
Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11–14 
Matthew 24:36–44 
 
December 8 – Advent 2 
Isaiah 11:1–10 
Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19 
Romans 15:4–13 
Matthew 3:1–12 
 
December 15 – Advent 3 
Isaiah 35:1–10 
Psalm 146:5–10 or Luke 1:46b–55 
James 5:7–10 
Matthew 11:2–11 
 
December 22 – Advent 4 
Isaiah 7:10–16 
Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 
Romans 1:1–7 
Matthew 1:18–25 
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December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2–7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11–14 
Luke 2:1–14, (15–20) 
 
December 29 – First Sunday 
after Christmas 
Isaiah 63:7–9, Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10–18, Matthew 2:13–23 
 
January 5 – Second Sunday 
after Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7–14 
Psalm 147:12–20 (VU pp. 868–869 Part 2) 
Ephesians 1:3–14 
John 1:(1–9), 10–18 
 
January 12 – Baptism of the 
Lord Sunday 
Isaiah 42:1–9 
Psalm 29 (VU p. 756) 
Acts 10:34–43 
Matthew 3:13–17 
 
January 19 – Second Sunday 
after Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1–7 
Psalm 40:1–11 (VU p. 764) 
1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
John 1:29–42 
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January 26 – Third Sunday after 
Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1–4 
Psalm 27:1, 4–9 (VU pp. 753–755) 
1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
Matthew 4:12–23 
 
February 2 – Fourth Sunday 
after Epiphany 
Micah 6:1–8  
Psalm 15 (VU p. 736) 
1 Corinthians 1:18–31  
Matthew 5:1–12  
 
February 9 – Fifth Sunday after 
Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1–9a, (9b–12) 
Psalm 112:1–9, (10) (VU p. 834) 
1 Corinthians 2:1–12, (13–16) 
Matthew 5:13–20 
 
February 16 – Sixth Sunday 
after Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
Psalm 119:1–8 (VU p. 838 Part 1) 
1 Corinthians 3:1–9 
Matthew 5:21–37 
 
February 23 – Transfiguration 
Sunday 
Exodus 24:12–18 
Psalm 2 (VU p. 725) 
 or Psalm 99 (VU p. 819) 
2 Peter 1:16–21 
Matthew 17:1–9 

Lectionary Readings for Advent, 
Epiphany, & the Season after Epiphany 
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Thank you, Wally! 

2

Thank you Wally!  
by Barry  

Reverend Wally came in, and talked about sin 
And missing the mark with an arrow. 
As it turned out, without any doubt, 
He kept us focused on the straight and narrow. 
 
For almost a year, he came to us here, 
To celebrate the Eucharist meal. 
He answered a call, and nurtured us all 
Demonstrating a faith that is real. 
 
So now, as he leaves, some of us will grieve 
That there’ll be no spontaneous homilies. 
He may not show up in these parts,  
but he’ll be in our hearts 
For he’s now part of the St. Andrew’s family.  

Welcome Nancy! 
by Mary T., Chair of MPSC 

1

Rev. Wally Hargrave is a retired minister 
currently living in 100 Mile House.  For the past 
year, while we were without a minister, he travelled 
to Williams Lake once a month to lead us in 
worship and serve communion.  On November 17, 
our last Sunday with him, we held a potluck lunch 
to thank him for his service to us over the past year.  
Barry wrote a poem to commemorate the occasion.    

One of the points that Wally repeated 
several times in his services was that “sin” was 
originally an archery term meaning “missing the 
mark”.  He taught us that sin is not to be hidden or 
ashamed of, but we should try harder to “hit the 
mark” next time.  Wally was presented with a bow 
& arrow to show that we learned this lesson.   

The MPSC (Ministerial Profile Search Committee) has been busy, under the guidance of Rev. Victoria Andrews, since 
the end of August when we received another reply to our November 2018 post in the ChurchHub, which is the new United 
Church national personnel job posting site. 

Rev. Nancy Colton from Lacombe, Alberta answered our posting and, after it was determined by Pacific Mountain 
Regional Council that she was eligible to be considered, she was subsequently invited to an interview in Williams Lake in early 
October.  From her personal profile, interview, and references, we determined that she filled all the criteria we desired in a full 
time minister.  With 15 years as a military chaplain, plus two civilian calls, she comes to us with a wealth of experience. 

The next step was to ask if she would let her name stand for consideration of a call by the congregation. She agreed, 
and, at a congregational meeting on October 20, the vote to extend the call was overwhelmingly in favour.  Regional Council 
approval was forthcoming a few days later, followed by the signing of the employment agreement to start full time ministry on 
December 1, which fortuitously happens to be the beginning of Advent.  

At the end of October, on a second trip to Williams Lake, Nancy was able to secure suitable housing, as well as meet 
with the Worship Team, Rocco as music director, and Karen, our office coordinator, and also attend the worship service on 
November 3.  It was a very productive and positive weekend, by all accounts.   

We are now anxiously awaiting the arrival of Nancy and her belongings to her new home sometime after the middle of 
November.  We feel very blessed that she has chosen to call Williams Lake home for the foreseeable future, and feel confident 
that we can rise to the stewardship responsibilities of supporting a minister who appears to be the answer to our prayers! 

I extend a warm welcome to Nancy on behalf of our congregation.  Please join us in person to welcome her at a 
potluck lunch after worship on December 1.  Heartfelt thanks to Victoria Andrews, in her role as Pacific Mountain Region 
Ministry Personnel Supervisor, for her unfailing guidance, attention to detail, and loving support throughout this process.  

Barry presents Wally with a gift 
It’s an archery set! 
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Ministry Highlight:  

Local Outreach:  Pregnancy Outreach Program 
by Emily Watson, RN  

1

This year has gone by quickly and Christmas is 
almost upon us.  Once again, the Pregnancy Outreach 
Program has benefited from your kindness and generosity 
throughout the year.  Your congregation is very special in 
how you continue to help people in this community.   
 

The Pregnancy Outreach Program currently has 
170 registered clients, the majority of which are First 
Nations, marginalized women.  Our moms and families at 
Pregnancy Outreach continue to struggle and work hard in 
their effort to become the best parents that they can be.  
Most of our participants attend more than one program per 
week at our center.  These programs cover many areas 
including, parenting, healthy relationships, breastfeeding, 

prenatal education, life 
skills, literacy, healthy 
nutrition and the benefits 
of eating as a family, 
baby massage, crafts, and 
pre/postnatal exercise 
classes.   Our intention is 
to offer a variety of 
programs in an attempt 
to meet the many needs 
of our families.  

  

When money donated to St. Andrews United Church is designated for Local Outreach, it is passed on to the following organizations 
in Williams Lake:  Pregnancy Outreach Program (POP), Boys & Girls Club, Women’s Society Advocacy Program, and the Salvation Army.  
We are planning to highlight one of these agencies in each newsletter this year.  This article was written by Emily Watson, Pregnancy 
Outreach Program Co-ordinator with the Cariboo Friendship Society.  

We’re at the home stretch of another year for those of us who have been helping with the Tuesday Lunch Service at the 
Sally Ann.  It’s been confirmed that lunch will be served on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31 too, so we’ll be working right thru the month – 
5 teams needed!  

Family Services Coordinator Tamara Robinson and Co-Captain Dawn Butt are always lavish in their praise of the 
work that our teams of two do each Tuesday to help serve the prepared meal and then hang in until the last pot is cleaned and 
the dishes done and put away – 2 hours or so. 

It’s always an adventure showing up for a shift since it could be a small crowd of 60 – or up to over 100 people - who 
come to enjoy the meal and fellowship offered.  The menu may be varied too, though usually a hearty soup, a bun or sandwich, 
a salad, and some kind of dessert.  (We all hate the thick and sticky icing that may be clinging tenaciously to the plates after the 
cake has been eaten – and sticks on the bottoms too when stacked.  It needs to be scrubbed off completely before going through 
the sterilizer.) 

I have not needed to get down on bended knee to fill the weekly slots each month.  In fact, several call in advance to 
book a day that is convenient for them, and it’s usually very easy when I talk to others to fill in the gaps.  As co-ordinator of 
this group, you have my deep appreciation for making my job so easy!! 

Local Outreach by St. Andrew’s at the Salvation Army 
by Ros  

2

Unfortunately, life for many of our participants 
continues to be a challenge.  With the rising cost of groceries, 
money for food (especially nutrient rich foods) is the most 
common problem for our clients.  This is one area that we are 
able to help because of your generosity.  With your gifts we are 
able to offer a food bank for our families in need.  We also 
encourage our families to come in during the day when they are 
hungry so they can enjoy a meal at Pregnancy Outreach.  This 
gives them the opportunity to build a peer support network and 
further expose them to our programs.   
 
 In the words of one of our clients:  “Pregnancy Outreach 
welcomes you with open arms and open hearts.  Educating, comforting, 
supporting, and empowering mothers, fathers, grandparents and 
children through whatever life throws at them.  I will forever have a 
spot in my heart for the women who have seen me through this journey.  
From day one, they’ve always been there for my little family.  Words 
cannot express the amount of gratitude our family has for this amazing 
organization.”   

Kukwstsetsemc! (Thank you)   
~ DM, Pregnancy Outreach Client 

 
On behalf of the participants and staff at the Pregnancy 

Outreach Program, we would like to thank you for your 
continued support and wish each of you a happy and healthy 
New Year.    



 

 

MAKING CONNECTIONS ADVENT 2019 

6 

Special Funding Appeal 
by Barry  

1

As we know, this project will cost up to $65,000 
when the GST and contingency costs are factored into the 
quote.  It is expected that it will begin early in December. 
 

This is another one of those big maintenance projects 
which crop up from time to time for our church facility and 
which needs to be addressed.  Other such projects have 
included the paving of the church parking lot, the replacement 
of the roof, and the construction of the elevator. 
 

Funding is always a challenge for these large projects.  
Sometimes there are grants available to help out, but in this 
case, the United Church of Canada no longer provides grants 
for “bricks and mortar” projects, and I have been unable to 
find any other grant monies which could be applied to a 
project of this sort.  Thus, it falls to us to raise the money 
through a special funding appeal, where the members of the 
congregation and those who use St. Andrew’s are requested to 
contribute a large or small donation, over and above their 
regular givings, towards paying down the cost of this project. 

2

You can support this funding drive in one of three ways: 
1) By including a financial gift, no matter what size, 

with your offering. Designate “siding project” on 
your cheque. 

2) By adding an additional donation amount in your 
weekly offering envelope for a period of time, and 
marking that amount on the “Building and Property” 
line on your envelope. 

3) By increasing your December offering envelope 
donation and showing that amount on the “Other” 
line on your envelope, labeled “siding project”. 

 
December is traditionally a time of giving.  We often 

donate to the Salvation Army and other worthy charities as 
we get into the Spirit of Christmas.  Why not think of St. 
Andrew’s and its place in our community?   

 
All of your special funding donations, large or small, are 

tax deductible, and all designated donations will go directly 
towards paying down the project costs.  Your support is both 
valued and appreciated.  Please give what you can. 

At our October 20th Congregational Meeting, the following motion was passed:  “That the congregation of St. 
Andrew’s United Church, Williams Lake, actively pursue fundraising to support the siding replacement project.”    

Board Report 
by Chair of the Board  

Building siding – We are still waiting for Spruce Lee Construction to start 
doing the siding. The latest timeline is for the work to start in December. 

Maintenance – A Physical Resources Committee person is needed to help Ed.  Denis has retired from the 
position, which leaves only Ed currently on the “committee”.  Hal and many others already offer their help, but 
we welcome anyone that is willing to help out.  We are also looking for someone that would like to do some 
library upkeep and care since Lynn and Eileen both resigned in June after a very long and dedicated time of 
looking after it.  I would suggest speaking with Karen in the office if you are interested in helping the church 
out in this way.  
MPS Committee has been working very hard at finding a minister that would be suitable for our church.  As 
you probably already know they have found a minister and put out a call.  Nancy Colton has answered the 
call and will be starting on December 1, 2019.  We (the Board) are looking forward to working with her as she 
brings with her many years of experience.  I would like to put out a huge thank you to the MPS Committee for 
their hard work and many hours put in to see this through. 
Nametags - Maureen M., with Karen’s help, is in charge of new nametags for the members that work outside 
the church. They are also looking into United Church pins to attach with the nametags.  These will be worn 
when members are working in the community as part of our community outreach work. 

Since the last newsletter was printed, there have been a few things going on… 
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Special Events & Projects 
During Advent, the four weeks of preparation for Christmas,  

the congregation takes on a special project and participates in special worship services. 

The Giving Tree 
by Janet  

Once again, we are asking for donations for the 'Giving 
Tree’ which will be in the church narthex beginning on December 
1, the first Sunday of Advent.  The final day for donations is 
December 15 so your gifts can be distributed before Christmas.   

The agencies on our list this year include Abraham's 
Lodge, The Emergency Shelter (run by the Cariboo Friendship 
Society), Chiwid Transition House, Pregnancy Outreach, and 
Canadian Mental Health (CMHA).   

Winter clothing for all ages is always welcomed.  Children's 
toys are another option.  Chiwid House can also use towels & 

facecloths. Hotel sized shampoos and soaps are distributed by Wayne Lucier at CMHA. 
Your gifts are greatly appreciated!  Thank you.  

Join your church family on Christmas Eve to celebrate the 
birth of Christ together. A service, that includes carols and 
candles, will be held on Tuesday December 24 at 7:00 pm.  

Blue Christmas Service 

Christmas Eve Service 

This is a service especially designed for those who find 
Christmas difficult for any number of reasons -- loss of a loved one, 
loneliness, loss of job security, relationships that have ended, or just 
the stress of the season -- but it is open to everyone. It is a time to 
slow down and discover again the true meaning of Christmas. It will 
be held on Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 pm. 
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Travelogue Timetable 
by Ross  

Wed. Jan. 15, 2020  
South Africa, Swaziland & Zimbabwe 

with Patricia & Darrell Barron 
Come join us as we share our amazing journey through the southern 

edge of South Africa but also to the small country of eSwantini (previously 
Swaziland), and to Victoria Falls of Zimbabwe. Besides learning more of the 
tumultuous history of apartheid, we saw many amazing wild animals as well 
as the beautiful countryside, exquisite ocean shoreline, and varied 
vineyards.  Meeting the wonderful people of these different countries in their 
local homes and environment was enlightening too. 

Wed. Feb. 19 
New Zealand’s South Island 

with Deb & Pat Radolla 

In August 2019 we decided to finish our tour of Canada and headed off 
on a driving tour of the Northwest Territories and the Yukon, with the goal of 
reaching Tuktoyaktuk and the Arctic Ocean. 
 

        Are you ready to see the world through the lenses of St. Andrews Travelogue presenters?  This fall we have already 
seen and compared Frances McCoubrey's travels to Baffin Island and New York City, plus an extensive and informative 
trip to Ethiopia with Allison Carriere. 
 
        The winter program looks just as exciting - and there will be no immunization required, no costly visas or passports, 
and no long flights or queues. Do bring an appetite however because the desserts are delicious! 
 
Jan. 15, 2020  -  South Africa, Swaziland and Zimbabwe      with Patricia and Darrell Barron 
Feb. 19, 2020  -  New Zealand                                                with Deb and Pat Radolla 
Mar. 25, 2020  -  Canada's Yukon and Northwest Territories  with Bonnie and Dennis O'Neill 
April 15, 2020  -  England and Italy                                          with Janet and Rocco Catalano 
 
      Watch for more advertising by way of posters in town, a write up in the Tribune, and a message in your e-mail inbox 
shortly before each of these dates.  Be sure to mark your calendars and do bring a friend.  Dessert at 6:30 PM and 
curtain at 7.  See you at the show! 

Join Deb and Pat Radolla and their Toyota camper on their 
tour of New Zealand's South Island. Learn about the spectacular 
South Island by experiencing their month long trip to many of its 
important towns, cities, and beautiful natural assets.   

Wed. Mar. 25 – Yukon & NWT 
with Bonnie & Dennis O’Neill 
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Some Stewardship Suggestions 
by Barry  

“We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give.” 

- Winston Churchill 

1

At the Congregational Meeting held on October 
20th, where we voted to extend a call to Rev. Nancy 
Colton, the issue of our church finances was raised.  
While we are presently in reasonable financial shape, we 
were informed that after monies were earmarked for 
maintenance and inspection of the elevator, and for the 
siding project, at the current 
levels of income we will only 
be able to sustain our normal 
operating expenses plus the 
new minister’s salary for about 
two to four years before going 
into a deficit position.  
 

To address this issue, 
two possible solutions were 
proposed.  The first one was 
that our pastoral charge 
explore the possibility of 
sharing the minister with 
another congregation, thereby 
sharing the costs of her salary 
and benefits.  The second suggestion, which came in the 
form of a motion, was to proceed with a special funding 
appeal to our congregation to provide a financial boost to 
our church coffers. 
 

There is also a third possibility, and that involves 
ongoing stewardship.  I believe that each of us needs to 
take a serious look at our financial commitment to this 
church.  Our Treasurer told us that just over half of the 
envelope holders in our congregation donate less than 
$1000 each year.  That works out to be just under $20 per 
Sunday.  For those supporters, and for the other envelope 
holders as well, I would like to urge you to consider 
increasing your monthly donation.  Even another $5 per 
Sunday, for example, will hardly be missed by most of 
us, but will generate a significant increase in envelope 
offerings.  For those who already donate above the $1000 
per year level, please have a look at your finances and see 
if you can increase your givings, no matter how slightly.  
Our church, like all of us, is affected by regular cost of 
living increases, and unless we find a way to keep up 
with our ongoing expenses, we will see St. Andrew’s fall 

2

gradually but inevitably behind. 
Finally, if you are not on the P.A.R. (Pre-

Authorized Remittance) program, please consider 
signing up.  It’s easy – you just fill out a simple form 
with Karen in the office and after that, your offering 
donation is automatically deducted from your bank 

account.  This method of 
giving means that even if you 
cannot attend a Sunday 
service, your offering 
contribution can still be 
made.  It provides stability 
and certainty for our 
church’s income. 
 

Stewardship, the 
responsible acquisition and 
allocation of financial 
resources, is required of all of 
us.  We each need to do 
what we can to ensure that 
our church can not only 

survive, but thrive, as we minister to the needs of our 
community.  I appeal to each of you to examine your 
level of giving and to consider providing a modest 
increase.  Most of us will not even notice the 
difference, but it will mean a great deal to St. 
Andrew’s.     
 

Thank you all for your past and future support! 
 

Street Outreach Program 
 

The Salvation Army sends thanks to 
everyone for the generous donations to their 
Street Outreach program.  If you still have 
winter hats, gloves, mitts, socks, blankets, or 
sleeping bags to donate, please take them 
directly to the Salvation Army drop-in center on 
Borland St. 
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Around St. Andrew’s: 

Financial Report as at October 2019 
by the Treasurer 

Our Prayer Circle meeting was held on Sunday, November 3rd, after church.  We 
were able to remove a few names from and also add some new names to our prayer list. 
 

I have asked Mary if she would be willing to email the new list out to Prayer 
Circle members after each meeting and she has graciously accepted. Thank you, Mary!  If 
any of you know of someone in need of prayer, please speak to any one of us.  All names are kept private 
among us. 
 

I have found a way to keep 8:00 PM my Prayer Circle time.  I watch "Jeopardy" regularly and when the program 
finishes, that's my signal to take time for prayers. Works for me!! 
 

Our meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of every 2nd month. The next meeting will be next year – January 5th, 2020.  
Anyone interested in joining us would be welcome.  I may be a little early, but here's wishing all a Merry Christmas & a Happy 
New Year.  

Prayer Circle 
by Eileen  

It’s Never Too Late – or Early – 
to Talk about Church Gardening! 

by Rosalyn, “Retired” Church Gardener 

Our finances this year look better than expected as at October and I will outline some reasons for this: 
1. Identifiable offerings are short by $2,300, compared to our budget. 
2. Mission & Service offerings are currently on budget.  
3. The overall expenses are looking good, as we have spent $8,000 less than budgeted. 
4. Since we have not had a minister this year, the Board’s financial position is very good showing an overall surplus of 

$41,000 as of October 2019.  If we had been paying a minister we would have had a deficit of $15,000. 
5. We have made no payments so far to Sprucelee Construction Ltd, our siding contractor.  

I have enjoyed playing in the church flower and shrub beds this past year, 
but must confess that the weeds too often have been allowed to produce with 
great abandon, to the detriment of the over-all cared for look I’d like the 
community at large, as well as our congregation, to see. 

I have appreciated the time that Ken, Mary, the Kozuki family, and 
others have given to achieve the cared-for look.  But more help will be needed, 
come Spring, to do a better job of it.  Or do we need to just grass over some places 

to lessen the workload to keep it nice? 
There will be beds that need re-vamping once the new siding is in place, while others will need a good 

pruning and face-lift to look their best.  The `rose border’ in the back parking lot got minimal attention this past summer – just 
not time to get to it except for work Mary did on the far end with sunflowers and other plants.  This bed doesn’t require 
kneeling, mostly, so maybe you need some standing and reaching exercise that would fit here?  

The work could easily be portioned out to be shared by a couple of people for each area – set your time and have a visit 
while weeding - such fun! 

We all owe Rick a hearty “THANKS, RICK!!” for the way he’s made park-like grounds of the area under the big 
trees as well as the front slope of grass.  Not easy mowing, and it always looked well cared-for.  

Photo by Maureen  
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Focus on the Wider Church: 
Holy Shift Size-Mic Upgrade Conference 

by Heather & Janet  

Musicians at Size-Mic Upgrade  

Small group discussion about our local situation. 

1

We	attended	this	conference	in	Kamloops	at	the	beginning	

of	October.		It	was	great	to	connect	and	reconnect	with	church	

members	and	ministers	from	all	over	southern	BC.		There	were	

also	a	few	from	Alberta	and	even	two	from	PEI!		An	unexpected	

bonus	was	visits	with	past	members	of	our	congregation	–	Jenny	C,	

Juanita	A,	Carole	H,	and	Diane	S.		They	all	said	to	send	their	

greetings	to	you.			For	a	video	showing	highlights	of	the	

conference,	check	out	this	webpage:		

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnBhznBXUIE&feature=youtu.be	
	

From	keynote	speaker	Alice	Mann,	we	learned	that	

congregations	of	different	sizes	operate	in	vastly	different	ways.		

St.	Andrew’s	United	Church,	Williams	Lake	fits	the	definition	of	a	

“small	congregation”	to	a	T!		We	learned	that	60%	of	all	

congregations	are	small	congregations,	which	are	those	with	

fewer	then	200	worshippers	on	a	Sunday	morning.		The	number	of	

congregations	with	less	than	50	is	steadily	increasing.		While	large	

congregations	(over	400	worshippers)	operate	around	an	

organizational	framework,	with	the	minister	functioning	primarily	

as	a	team	leader,	and	medium-sized	congregations	(200	–	400	

worshippers)	operate	around	programs,	with	the	minister	

primarily	functioning	as	an	administrator,	to	small	congregations	

relationships	are	key!			

Relationships	between	members	are	very	important,	as	are	

relationships	between	the	minister	and	individuals	as	well	as	the	

minister	and	groups	or	committees	within	the	congregation.			

	

In	a	small	congregation	important	decisions	are	made	by	

the	whole	congregation,	as	opposed	to	being	made	by	committees	

in	medium-sized	congregations	or	only	by	staff	in	large		

congregations.		A	small	congregation	generally	has	one	minister	

while	medium-sized	and	large	congregations	have	several	

ministers	that	work	together.		In	small	congregations,	growth	

happens	by	attracting	new	members	through	relationships	with	

them.		These	may	be	previously	existing	relationships	(i.e.	

neighbours,	co-workers)	or	new	ones	that	are	built.		In	small	

churches,	discussions	“around	the	kitchen	table”	and	in	other	

informal	ways	are	as	influential	as	are	decisions	made	at	the	Board	

meeting.		
	

2

Small	congregations	have	their	own	obstacles	

to	growth,	such	as	a	small	church	image,	ineffective	

evangelism,	inadequate	programming,	downward	

momentum,	and/or	ingrown	fellowship.		They	also	

have	unique	strategies	that	help	growth,	such	as	

renewing	the	sense	of	purpose,	beginning	new	

ministries,	cultivating	evangelism,	celebrating	

victories,	starting	new	groups	or	classes,	and	involving	

new	people.		In	a	small	congregation,	change	happens	

from	the	bottom	up	and	members	often	balk	at	top	

down	decisions.		
	

It	came	across	loud	and	clear	that	to	function	

well	as	a	congregation,	we	need	to	know	what	our	

mission	and	purpose	are.		It	was	pointed	out	that	

setting	a	mission	statement	is	a	cyclical	process.		The	

mission	statement	should	be	revisited	on	a	regular	

basis	and	the	questions	asked,		“What	should	be	central	

to	our	activities?		What	needs	to	change?”		We	were	

reminded	to	go	back	to	the	gospel	when	looking	for	

ideas.			
	

We	were	also	reminded	to	celebrate	our	

successes	as	a	congregation.		We	may	not	have	the	

manpower	or	energy	to	do	everything	we	would	like	to,	

but	what	do	we	do	well?	
	

When	major	change	is	needed	(such	as	selling	

a	building,	amalgamating	with	another	congregation,	or	

moving	to	a	shared	ministry),	there	is	a	specific	process	

to	follow	over	the	course	of	a	few	years	to	be	sure	that	

the	change	is	successful	and	accepted	by	all.			
	

As	well	as	the	full	group	sessions	with	Alice	

Mann,	there	were	also	small	group	sessions	on	a	

variety	of	topics.			

	
Janet	attended	a	session	about	Shared	

Ministry,	a	pilot	project	between	Oliver	and	Osoyoos	



 

 

MAKING CONNECTIONS ADVENT 2019 

12 

Wild Church 

This map shows the 
countries of the world where the 
United Church of Canada supports 
ministries and projects with Mission 
& Service (M&S) funds.   

 
Our local contributions to 

M&S for 2019 are on par with our 
budget.  Thank you to all who have 
given to M&S this year to support 
these projects! 

Mission & Service Fund 

3

United	Churches.		As	the	congregations	are	only	22	minutes	apart,	they	have	morning	and	afternoon	Sunday	worship.		They	

are	working	on	office	staff	coordination	and	various	other		'work	'	sharing.		Each	sharing	situation	is	so	unique.		Janet	did	talk	

to	some	folk	from	Naramata	Community	Church	who	have	a	shared	United/Anglican	ministry.		They	were	saying	that	the	most	

difficult	part	for	the	Anglicans	was	to	accept	the	compromise	of	having	communion	twice	a	month,	rather	than	every	service.	

																
														 Janet	also	attended	a	session	about	the	Anglican	parish	in	Golden,	BC.		This	congregation	didn't	have	the	numbers	or	

finances	to	continue	so	they	chose	to	become	a	'Worshipping	Community'	with	administrative	oversight	from	a	sponsoring	

parish.		We	saw	by	video	how	Karen	Brodie,	a	congregant	in	Golden	started	a	small	weekly	prayer	group.		The	process	has	

renewed	their	sense	of	faithfulness.	
	

Heather	attended	a	session	about	Family	Ministry	and	Sunday	School,	where	she	heard	that	almost	all	of	the	

congregations	represented	are	similar	to	ours	with	few	or	no	children	on	Sunday	mornings.		Consulting	with	families	about	

what	they	need	as	well	as	focusing	on	the	faith	development	of	parents	and	grandparents	were	

recommended.		Some	useful	resources	were	highlighted.				
	

Heather	also	attended	a	session	about	ministry	in	remote	locations	that	was	led	by	

Bev	Brazier,	the	minister	in	Whitehorse.		She	told	us	about	some	Facebook	groups	and	email	

lists	we	can	join	to	stay	connected	with	other	congregations	and	the	wider	church.		She	also	

encouraged	people	to	“get	away”	to	attend	group	gatherings,	such	as	this	conference,	

recognizing	that	there	will	be	costs	for	travel	and	accommodation.		She	also	stressed	the	

importance	of	connecting	with	other	local	faith	groups	through	ministerial	associations	and	

interfaith	groups,	focusing	on	what	we	have	in	common.	
	

Heather	was	able	to	attend	“Wild	Church”	on	Sunday	morning,	which	she	found	to	

be	a	valuable	time	of	meditation	in	the	great	outdoors.		Wild	church	is	a	new	faith	

community	that	has	started	in	Kamloops	(and	other	places).		It	appeals	to	those	who	like	to	

connect	with	creation	and	worship	outdoors.		See	https://www.facebook.com/WildChurchBC/ 
and https://www.wildchurchnetwork.com/ for more information about this ministry.  	
	

Overall,	attending	this	conference	was	a	good	experience.		We	are	hoping	to	use	some	of	what	we	learned	

to	mentor	and	prod	others	in	our	congregation	to	continue	to	make	St.	Andrew’s	United	Church,	Williams	Lake	a	vibrant	

community.		We	would	like	to	involve	the	congregation	in	discussions	at	congregational	meetings	and	potluck	lunches	in	the	

New	Year.		Stay	tuned!	
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

Your new minister – Nancy Colton – introducing herself 

I always thought Advent would be a terrific and 
appropriate time to begin a new ministry with a congregation – 
and here we are!  In this Season of Advent, on the very first 
Sunday of Advent no less, you and I are beginning a new 
ministry together. 
 

I am so happy to be here, delighted to meet you, and 
humbled and deeply grateful, privileged that you all saw fit to 
call me to be in ministry with you. I’m looking forward to 
getting to know all of you, and to all of you getting to know me. 
 

A few weeks ago, when I came to Williams Lake to find a place to live, I had lunch and 
a meeting with the Worship Committee.  They asked me what I like to be called and how I like to be 
introduced.  I appreciated the question, and the answer’s super easy.  I like to be called and introduced by 
my name, Nancy. 
 

Besides what to call me, there are three other important things to know about me and how I like to do 
ministry:  

1. my office door is always open; 
2. there is always time for tea; and 
3. dropping by to say “hi” or chat is never interrupting. 

 
A fourth thing to know is that I really like silly jokes and am very fond of (bad) puns. Beyond that, I’d 

say that listening is among my superpowers, I love visiting, and I read music.  
 

I moved here from Lacombe, Alberta, where I’d lived for a short time.  I moved there from Ottawa 
where I’d lived for a long time.  I was born and raised in Vancouver.  In between, I lived in other parts of 
Canada.  I have two adult children.   
 

I was ordained by Maritime Conference, in 2003, in a gym at St. Mary’s University in Halifax.  I was 
settled to a two-point, rural pastoral charge near Kemptville, Ontario.  I was a military chaplain in Ottawa 
for 11 years.  I came to the United Church in the very first place when I was in grade five and a friend 
invited me to come and join her church’s junior choir.  I went because I love to sing and I stayed because I 
liked the community and what I heard and experienced there -- what eventually I came to recognize and 
appreciate as being the United Church’s theology, ethos, ethics, faith and way of being in the world.   
God is love, God is in community, and we are not alone.  
 



 

 

  

Schedule of Events 
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Church Services 
Sunday Worship is at 10:00 a.m.                         Rev. Nancy Colton 
 
Advent Services 
     Special services this year will be Blue Christmas on December 15 at 
4pm and Christmas Eve service at 7pm.  See p. 7 for more about these. 
 
Williams Lake Seniors Village 
      St. Andrew’s United Church is part of a rotation of churches that lead 
Sunday worship services at the Seniors Village from 2:30-3:30pm.  
Please consider attending and/or leading this short but meaningful 
service. A pianist or other accompanist is also needed.   

Upcoming Services:  December 8, February 16 

MAKING CONNECTIONS ADVENT 2019 
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Regular Events 
Board Meeting  2nd Tuesday of the month from 1:00-3:00 pm in the Library.  
 Next dates: December 10, January 14, February 11, March 10. 

Healing Ministry Practitioner practice session Thursday, December 5 from 10:00 am – 12:00 noon. 
 Healing sessions on the third Thursday of the month from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  
 in the Quiet Room and Pastoral Care Room.  Call to make a morning appointment.  
 Next dates: December 19, January 16, February 20.  
 
Men’s Breakfast Last Saturday of the month at 7:30 am in the Library. There will be no breakfast in  
 December.   Next dates are January 25, February 29, March 28, April 25, May 30. 

Ministry and  2nd Tuesday of the month at 10am in the library.  
Personnel Next meeting dates: December 10, January 14, February 11, March 10. 

Pastoral Care 3rd Sunday of the month after worship in the Pastoral Care Room.  No meeting in Dec. 
 Next dates: January 19, February 16, March 15. 

Potluck Lunch Last Sunday of the month in MacKinnon Hall: Dec. 1, Jan. 26, Feb. 23, March 29. 

Prayer Circle Meets every other month after worship on the 1st Sunday of the month.  
 Next meeting will be on January 5.  Contact Eileen & see p. 10 for information. 

Worship Team  Meets monthly in the library at 10:30am on the first Thursday of the month.  
 Next meetings: January 9, February 6, March 5.  

Special Events 
Travel & Dessert  Travelogues will be held on January 15, February 19, March 25, and April 15 in  
Night MacKinnon Hall.  See p. 8 for details. 
 
Tuba John  This year’s concert will be on December 11 at 7 pm in the Sanctuary. 
Concert  

St. Andrew’s United Church 1000 Huckvale Place phone/fax: 250-398-6745 
 Williams Lake, BC  V2G 4L2 email: office.uc_wmslk@shaw.ca 
  online: wlunitedchurch.ca 


